
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR HERNANDO COUNTY, FLORIDA 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER H-2024-49 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER ESTABLISHING CASELOAD 
ASSIGNMENT FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2025 

The undersigned, having reviewed the caseload and having 
considered the matter of judicial assignments in the courts of 
Hernando County, within the Fifth Judicial Circuit of Florida, for 
calendar year 2025, and in consideration thereof: 

It is HEREBY ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that effective 
at 12:01 a.m. January 1, 2025, the following amended caseload 
assignments shall be in effect for Hernando County: 

1. The HONORABLE DANIEL B. MERRITT, JR., Circuit Judge of
Hernando County, is hereby assigned the following cases:

Felony 

One Half (50°/c,) of all Felony 
Cases, Divided into two (2) 

dockets, "C" Docket and "D" 
Docket 

Baker Act/Marchman Act 

All Baker Act/Marchman Act 
filings, and Habeas Illegal 
Detention Relief per F.S. 

394.459(8)(a), except as may 
otherwise be assigned herein 

1 

Jimmy Ryce Act Cases 

One Fourth (25%,) of all Jimmy 
Ryce Act Cases 

Juvenile Delinquency 

All Juvenile Delinquency Cases, 
including Juvenile Detention 

hearings 
























