
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NUMBER: H-2018-66-C 
RE: STANDING DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT ORDER FOR HERNANDO COUNTY 

(Amended to correct typographical errors and replace H-2018-66-B) 

Whereas, Rule 2.2 I 5(b)(3), Rules of Judicial Administration, directs the Chief Judge to develop 
an administrative plan for the efficient and proper administration of all courts within the Circuit; 

Whereas, Rule 2.215(b)(5), Rules of Judicial Administration, allows the Chief Judge to designate 
a judge in any court or court division of circuit or county courts as "Administrative Judge" of any court or 
division to assist with the administrative supervision of the court or division; 

Whereas, the Supreme Court of Florida endorsed the implementation of a unified family division 
consistent with the "Coordinated Management" model in the Circuit Court of Florida in re: Report of the 
Family Court Steering Committee, 794 So. 2d 518 (Fla. 2001 ); 

Whereas, the Fifth Judicial Circuit is committed to developing and implementing a fully integrated, 
comprehensive approach to handling all cases involving children and families; and 

Whereas, it is appropriate to establish procedure which will assist families to resolve disputes in a 
peaceful, cooperative, fair, and efficient manner; 

Whereas, in consultation with and concurrence with the Administrative Judge of Hernando County, 
it is therefore, 

ORDERED and ADJUDGED that the attached Standing Domestic Relations Court Orders, and the 
necessary attachments, shall be used hereafter in all domestic relations cases in Hernando County filed 
after the date of this order, except excluding the following categories of family law cases: adoption cases 
and termination of parental rights cases filed under Chapter 39 and 63; civil injunction cases filed under 
Chapters 741 and  784; child support cases filed under Chapters 88 and 409 and child support cases which 
originate from a dependency case; dependency and other cases filed under Chapter 39,juvenile delinquency 
cases; temporary custody of minor child(ren) by extended family cases filed under Chapter 75 I; "by-pass" 
cases filed under Chapter 390; and any other "family-law related" or "domestic relations related" cases 
filed by the State of Florida or any of its agencies. 

This order revises and supersedes Administrative Order H-2018-66-B. 

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Brooksville, Hernando County, Florida, this 7th day of 
November nunc pro tune to the 23"' day of October, 2024. 

aniel B. Merritt,Jr. 
Chief Judge, Fifth Circuit 
Hernando County Administrative Judge 

A�e�:!;-� 
Administrative Family Law Judge 
Fifth Judicial Circuit 








































































